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Abstract
Mansur , Jinan Khadair
The Conditionso of the Ottoman State between ( 855-1164 A.H./1451-
1750 A.D.) in the light of its Coins -A Historical Approach.
Al-Yarmouk University

Supervisor: Dr. Waleed Alarid

This thesis, is aiming to study the situation and the circumstances of the
Ottoman Empire between ( 855-1164 A.H./1451-1750 A.D.) in the light of its
Coinage, and its role in the economic, social ‘and political life
This thesis comes in an introduction and four chapters dealing
With the case.

We talk on the coinage, which was minted -in gold , silver and copper, and
reference to the names and titles of the Ottoman sultans, and also the
international power concept of Ottoman sovereignty.

These titles which have been used normally in official documents
accurately, such as: Khan, Shah,Khagan, Sultan.

We mentioned the role of minting establishments , and of the metal sources
for these reasons in the Ottoman Empire, those me acceptable metals like
gold or silver for local or international trading and monetary market, which
indicate of the Ottoman state authority and power .

The thesis also deals with the calligraphy and ornamentation on the coins
whithin the study period and the types of calligraphy that the Ottomans
embarked on the improvement and represent that (Al-Thulth style of Arabic
calligraphy and the Tughra’a ,( the Sultan signature), which has become a
style in Ottoman calligraphy and ornamentation in genral.

The political and administrative status of the Ottoman Empire, has been

touched in the thesis to show the importance of what Sultans deeds, in order
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to establish a solid state , and the great efforts which have been made made
by the sultans to establish a strong and successful monetary system.

The study explained as well the economic conditions of the Ottoman
Empire, through sources of imports and the that the ways of payments abroad
, and what is the relationship between money and economic crises, and how

the Empire dealt with it, and what effects that resulted.

The thesis also talkes about foreign coinages, its importance and its impact on
the monetary and foreign relations of the Ottoman, and how was the

Empire's policy flexible in its dealings, as it allowed and encouraged the use
and acceptance of these coinages in payment of taxes and tribute.

The coins were also characterized by stability of its value because of
theirfixed weight and caliber, it was unchangable in any way .

In this thesis it has been noted the following:

- Ottoman coins "study period" devoid of any inscription mentions its name or
class, only it was called by their names when they enter the trading market.

- It shows that the mintage Templates, were sent from the Ottoman capital, to
be used in their mintage centers in different vasal countries, these used
matrixes were only a n indicative and heuristic, and the mintage centers
usually made similar to those templates for there use.

- The minting dates appeared in Indian numbers, something not seen before
on the previous Islamic coins (Umayyad, Abbasside, Fatimid, Ayyubide ...).

- As can be seen on the Ottoman coins , it is free of the name of any
governor, but the Sultan’s name, then those titles were confined to the signe
of the Sultan (tughra’a ) and place and date of the mintage.

- Exposed Ottoman silver coins (Aaqjh) for change in the weights and caliber,
and influenced and affected by the changeable situations of the state and the
periods of its history, so it has lost the confidence of dealers , therefore the

state worked to mintage the silver coin a substitute for(Al-3aqjh) represented
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by Barh and categories, as well as the Qirsh and its categories,
who excelled of its good quality in weight and caliber, the Qirsh was able to
compete with foreign coins used in internal and external trade of the Ottoman
Empire, and the Ottoman golden coins has maintained its weight and caliber
of some stability throughout its history, and has maintained its fixed exchange

rate compared with other foreign coins.
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